Freshman Year Checklist
1. Organize and set goals for yourself.  Focus on academics.  Decide to excel in ALL classes.  Your overall GPA starts in your freshman year.

2. Do well on the EXPLORE test.  This is an ACT- based test that will give you an indication of your academic strengths and challenges. 
3. Get involved!  Join at least one club and/or organization on campus.

4. Participate in at least one extracurricular activity.  This can be focused on academics and/or athletics.

5. Volunteer in your community.  Make a goal to donate at least 10 hours of your time this year.

6. Start researching career and college options in preparation for the future.  A good time to do this would be during the career unit your Guidance Counselor provides for you.

7. With the assistance of your Guidance Counselor, update your Educational Development Plan when you are planning to schedule your classes next year.  

Sophomore Year Checklist

1. Focus on academics.  The goal is graduation!  Your “ticket to the future” is your high school diploma.

2. Get serious about researching careers and colleges.  Go to Schoolcraft college night in the fall.  Also, have fun and learn something about life through the Reality Store simulation provided by your Guidance Counselor.
3. Continue to volunteer in your community.  Make a goal to donate at least 12 hours of your time this year.
4. Do well on the PLAN test.  This is an ACT- based test that will give you an indication of your academic strengths and challenges. 

5. Stay active in school through clubs, organizations and/or sports.

6. With the assistance of your Guidance Counselor, update your Educational Development Plan when you are planning to schedule your classes next year.  

Junior Year Checklist

1. Narrow your college list/career options to 10 choices.  Research the qualifications, training, course requirements, etc.  Determine whether your high school course choices meet the requirements of your goal and align with admission requirements.

2. Visit some of your “top 10” college choices during the summer after your Junior year.  Try to narrow the  your choices to the “top 5”.
3. Do well on the ACT.  This is one of the indicators used for many college admissions.  If you are unhappy with your scores, retake the test.
4. Begin the college application process for your top choices during the summer after your junior year.  Most importantly, examine the required essays and letters of recommendation and complete them prior to the fall of your senior year.

5. Begin looking online and visiting the Career Information Center, located in the Guidance Counseling Office, for information on colleges and scholarship opportunities. Sign up to listen to college representatives discuss what their particular college offers in the way of majors and scholarships.

6. Attend the Financial Aid night in December at Franklin.  
7. With the assistance of your Guidance Counselor, update your Educational Development Plan when you are planning to schedule your classes next year.  Start asking your Guidance Counselor questions regarding the college planning process.

8. Stay active in school through clubs, organizations and/or sports.

9. Continue to volunteer in your community.  Make a goal to donate at least 15 hours of your time this year.

Senior Year Checklist

1. Your senior year should be focused on your “ticket to the future”, your high school dipoloma.  It is not time to slack off on your classes.  Don’t forget the value of 4th year math, science and English courses.  Take advantage of dual credit and/or AP courses.
2. Immediately begin the application process for your “top 5” college choices.  You should plan to meet the early admissions deadline – usually November 1.

3. Attend the Big Day Senior presentation in October.  Guidance Counselors will discuss the college planning and post-secondary education process.   

4. Attend the Financial Aid night in December at Franklin.  This presentation is especially helpful in preparing to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

5. 

